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APlan of the FRYERS at Aylesford in Kent. 


North 


- REFERENCES. : 
A. Firat Gate Hure. 
B. S! 
C. The Marble Hall. 
D. Parlours. 
E. A narrow Slatrease on which formerly Hood an {mage . 
F md true. 
G. Kitchen - 
H. Butters Fantry. 
T. Servants Hall. 
K. Lane. 
L. ie ue. 
M. Kale: part of the Monks cancel. 
N. Jau wider which are Fowl! Hours. Kc. 
O. Wood Yard. Kc. 


P. Brewhoure , suppored to have been the Kitchen of 
He Monacrtry. 

Q. Water Gate. 

R. Rooms or (ills with Fire places in them . 

S. Monks @lls having each a Window, butno Fire place. 
T. Landing Place. 


V. Bog Hows. 
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HE Priory here, commonly called the Frzers, is pleaſantly 
ſeated on the banks of the Medway above the town, Phili- 
pot calls it a ſkeleton ; but certainly without reaſon ; for even 
at this time the major part thereof remains very fair, and the leaſt 

_ demoliſhed of any conventual edifice in this part of the county; 
owing to its having been, after the ſuppreſſion, the reſidence of 
ſeveral eminent families. It was founded by Richard Lord 
* Grey of Codnor, in the year 1240, 25 Henry III. for Car- 
« melites or White Friers in honor of the Virgin Mary &. 
„Many of his deſcendants were buried in the conventual church 
* of this monaſtery. It was granted with the royalty of it by 
Henry VIII. to Sir Thomas Wiat; and on his ſon's attainder it 
* eſcheated to the crown, and was granted by Queen Elizabeth 
* to Mr. John Sidley, and be bequeathed it to his brother Sir | 
* William Sidley, and from that family it paſſed by ſale unto 

* Sir Peter Ricaut, whoſe heir Sir Paul Ricaut conveyed it to Mr, 
tc Caleb Banks of Maidſtone.” Whoſe ſon Sir 7% Banks, Bart. 


* Philipot, Villare Cant, p. 47. Tanner, Net. Mon. p. 3. 
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preſent garden, as it did originally the conventual. 


elevation af the gate, and fig. 3. a perſpective view of the court 
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leaving two daughters, coheireſſes, Elizabeth and Mary, E//2abeh 
carried it in mitringe to the hon. Heneage Finch, ſecond ſon of 
the right honourable Heneage Finch earl of Nattingham, and 
lord high chancellor of England. It is now the property of his 
deſcendant the right bond e the carl of Ay/esford. 
The great gate from the road is ſtill entire, and the apart. 
ments over it, when J was laſt there, ſerved for the reſidence of 
the ſteward and bis fumily. It opens to a large ſquare court, in 
which are teen all the door-ways to the cells. The ſide where 
the high buttretles are on the left hand within the gate was the 
great Hall or refectory, now divided into rooms. The kitchen 
was likewiſe on the caſt ſide of the ſquare, as appears by the 
large fire-places in one part of it. The chapel was that part of the 
building which ſtands eaſt and weſt. The north ſide of it fronts 
the garden, as the ſouth does the river. The eaſt window of it 
was where naw is the dining-room or gallery-door with the 
iron balcony which fror.ts the town. 
The principal parts of this convent, as the hall, chapel, cloifters, 
c. were covered with plaiſter ; and converted into ſtately apart- 
ments by Sir John Banks; and the ctonters were by him in- 
cloſed, aud paved with black and white marble. | 
There is a fair high ſtone wall which fronts: the road on the 
north and weſt ſides, leading down to the gate, and incloſing the 


The large ponds at the mill above belong to this eſtate, and 
without doubt ſupplied the monaftery with fiſh. 
A plan of the whole in its preſent ftate forms the firſt plate of 
the preſent publication; plate VI. fig. 2. exhibits the front 


within the gate. 
" Theſe drawings, the more valuable as they have never be- 
fore been taken, were made in 1778. 755 
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COBHAM COLLEGE 


built Cowling Caſtle j and likewiſe founded and endowed a col- 
lege here in the year 1362, for a maſter and chaplains to pray 
for the ſouls of him, his anceſtors and ſucceſſors. He alſo 
founded the ehapel or chantry at the foot of Rocheſter bridge, 
and was a conſiderable benefactor to the ſaid bridge, as ſhall He 
more fully taken notice of when 1 come to treat of them in a 
Supplement to the Regiſtrum Roffenſe. | 

The college was valued- at the ſuppreffion at one hundred 
and twenty-eight pounds, ten ſhillings, nine-pence halfpenny per 
annum k. \ 

It appears by the foundations and other remains to have been 
quadrangular ; and part of the eaſt wall over-grown with ivy, 


and large chimney pieces of the kitchen or refectory yet remain 


at the ſouth-eaſt angle. 
| Between the north fide of the new college 1 ſouth. ſide of 
the church remains part of the north  cloiſter; and the door- 


way from it into the church is ſill viſible by the fair mouldings, 
though it is now ſtopped up. Through this door the maſter and, 
brethren proceeded. daily to their ftalls, yet remaining on each 
ſide of the great chancel, to celebrate maſs for the ſoul of the. 
founder and his noble family, whoſe graveſtones, with their 


effigies and inſcriptions, richly ornamented with braſs plates, 
paved a great part of the chancel of this collegiate church f. 


Several of the maſters of the college were likewiſe buried i in 


the church, whoſe portraitures, habited as prieſts, were on the 
braſs plates of their grave: ſtones, which, for the moſt part, are 
now torn off or deſtroyed. Two of the ſaid plates were in an 


9 Wecver, J. Tann. Not. Mon. 228, + Keil, Roff. p. 764 14 
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od cheſt in the chancel when I was there. The inſcriptions are 
preſerved in the Regiſtrum Roffenſe ®, and in Holinſhed t. The 
door-way, with its mitred arch, at the eaſt end of the cloiſter, 
yet remains, with the large iron hooks on which the door hung. 
This appears to have been the eaſt entrance of the college from 
the gardens. | . 
John lord Cobham, the founder, married Margaret daugh- 
ter of Hugh earl of Devonſhire, and had iſſue by her Joan 
his only daughter and ſole heir; who married Sir John De 
Ia Poole, Knt. and had iſſue by him joan De la Poole ba- 
roneſs Cobham; who, by her ſecond hpfband Sir Reginald 
Braybrooke, Knt, had iffue one only daughter Md heir like- 
wiſe named Joan. - She matched with Str Thomas Brooke of 
Somerſetſhire, Knt, who was in her right lord Cobham, with 
all the honours appertaining to that great barony, From him, 
i in lineal defcent, was George Brooke lord Cobham, lord deputy 
Mt of Calais, and knight of the moſt noble order of the garter}; 
i who, after the diffolution of religious houſes in the time of 1 
] i Henry VIII, had a grant from the ſaid king, of Cobhara college. 
0 He lies interred in the middle of the chancel under a moſt 
ſtately tomb of white marble, with his effigies and that of his 
lady at full length, who was fiſter and ceheir of John lord Bray; 
and round it are the portraitures of their children kneeling. 
| This ſumptuous monument was erectett by his fon William ; but 
=_ is now miſerably ſhattered and defaced by a large beam or tim- 
0 ber falling on it many years ſince from the roof of the chancel. | 
William lord Cobham was conftable of Dover Caftle, 
lord warden of the Cinque-ports, knight of the garter, and 
lord chamberlain of the houſhold to queen Elizabeth. He 
founded and endowed the preſent college for the maintenance of 
twenty poor people; and appoints, rad bis will, 'Sir John 
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Leveſon, Knt.' Thomas Fane, Efq. and William Lambarde, Eſq. 
his executors and truſtees to erect the ſaid college, requiring 
them to perform the ſame within four years next after his de- 
ceaſe; and to that end gave unto them and their heirs for ever, 
in and by his ſaid will, © all thoſe edifices, ruined buildings, ſoil 
and ground, with the appurtenances, which ſometime belonged to 
the late ſuppreſſed college; and wills the preſent to be called the 
New College of Cobham. He likewiſe gives unto them one hun- 
dred thouſand of ſuch burning bricks as ſhall: be within his park 
or about his houſe at Cobham. Hall, and forty tuns of timber to- 18 
be taken in any of his lands within the county of Kent, his | 
park at Cobham and Coolinge excepted *.“ By an act paſſed 
after his deceaſe in the above queen's reign, it 1s enacted, that 
the wardens of Rocheſter Bridge for the time being; and their 
ſucceſſors, ſhall from henceforth for ever be called by name, and 1 
ſhall be in deed, the preſidents of the faid New College of Cob- Ro 
ham, in the county of Kent, and ſhall be from henceforth a il 
body corporate, and have perpetual ſucceſſion by that name for | 
ever; and that the faid college ſhall from henceforth for ever be 1 
called the Næto College of Cobham in the county of Kent; and that | | 
| 


the ſaid preſidents, and their ſucceſſors for ever, ſhall have a 8 
common ſeal for the ufe-of the ſaid college; and ſhall and may, 1 
by the name of the Preſidents of the Nero College of Coubam, in ü 
the county of Kent, both ſue and be ſued, implead and be im- 1 
pleaded, &c. 1 Accordingiy Sir John Eeveſon, Knt. and William : 1 
Lambarde, Eſq. being at that time wardens of Rocheſter Bridge, Ih 
were the firft preſidents of the faid college; and dre up moſt iff 
excellent rules and © lig ances for the- election, maintenance, and | [| 
well governing, Re. 6 the poor there. The number of, the 1 
poor to be twenty married or unmarried, of Which, one being a | | 


* Regift, Roff. 242. . „% de 16 eee = | 
; , CSS J 499012 ; ff 
man, "Ss 1 
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man, ſhould be from time to time choſen, from any place what. 
ſoever, without any reſtraint, and preſented by the Baron Cob. 
zam for the time being, to be &dmitted and placed for warden of 
this college. Another, being a man alſo, ſhould be from time 
to time choſen from any place whatſoever, without any reſtraint, 
by the pre/idents. of the college, and their ſucceſſors, and placed 
/ubwarden of this college. The eighteen reſidue, being men or 
women, married or unmarried, ſhould be choſen from the re- 
ſpective parithes as mentioned in the rules and ordinances drawag 
up by the above worthy preſidents, _ 
The revenues belonging to this charity with from lands in the 
neighbouring pariſhes of Shorne and Chalke; and in Wet 
Thurrock and Stifford in Eſſex. | 
Among the MSS. in my poſſeſſion ory to the college of 
Cobham is a liſt of the preſidents in a long ſeries of years from 
its firſt erection; and likewiſe the accounts and diſburſements, 
&c. of the paymaſters for the ſaid college, who are clerks of Ro- 
cheſter Bridge; among which are the following articles. 
Anno 1600, for two dayes worke in makinge the ,pewes for 


the poore people in Cobham Church — VIIs. 
For two locks for the iron door — IXS. vid. 
For xxIII Cognuſannces (Lions) for the poore 

there to weare — — — — IVS. VIIId. 
Anno 160 3. Paid for a bell, to call the ſaid poore 

people to morninge and eveninge prayer — xs. vid. 


Anno 1608. Elenor Newchurch expulſed for. whoredome. 
The excellent regulations eſtabliſhed by the firſt preſidents, 
agreeable to the pious intentions of the founder, were for 3 
while, duly obſerved; but in length of time little if any regard 


was had to them ; a misfortune too. frequently incident to chari- 
1 


$ 


* Arms of the founder, viz, Gules « on a chevron Argent, a lion rampant Sable, langued and un · 
guled Gules, crowned Or, 
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table inſtitutions ! for, through the inattention and neglect of 
many of the preſidents who reſided at a great diſtance, and their 
office being only for a year, improper people were made. choice 
of for the office of warden, who is the principal perſon ; in the col- 
lege, and is to fee to, keep an account, and inform of the be- 
»aviour of the reſt ; ſuch a perſon being neceſſary in order to re- 
form the great irregularities, inform the preſidents, ſee that 
prayers are obſerved; church kept, contention avoided, ſwearing, 
drinking, lying out in the night, &c. forborn. And for theſe 
reaſons a perſon may be put into the office out of any part of 1 
the kingdom. Inſtead of which, mean, dependant, day-labour- | 
ing perſons, who could have no authority, capacity, or time to | 
execute the office, were put into it ; which was the cauſe of all, 
the irregularities in- the college, and abuſe of the charity, By | '1 
which means the practice was to put into the college the molt. | 
abuſive, wicked, vile, and obnoxious perſons, in order to free 
the pariſhes from the trouble and diſgrace of them, to the great 
diſcredit of the college, and perverting the intent of the Noce, | 
who deſigned it only for the poor and godly. | | 
In the year 17 33, Dr. Thorpe was elected one of the wardens | | | 
| 


— 
— — 


of Rocheſter bridge; the indefatigable pains and care which for 7 
many years he beſtowed during his leiſure hours for. the benefit 
of this corporation; and the flouriſhing ſtate in which he left | 
it, are ſufficiently known, as the large collection of valuable | 
manuſcripts in my poſſeſſion relative to it will fully teſtify. He = 
was likewiſe, in the ſame year, one of the preſidents of this col- 1 
lege, and immediately ſet about the reformation of it, by having ql! 
an abſtract containing the ſubſtance of the rules and ordinances of 5 Ii! 
the college reprinted, together with the morning and evening i" 
prayers, as they are uſed in the ſaid New College of Cobham; 1 
and likewiſe the form M a certificate from the nominators and 1 

electors 
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„ copy of the laſt Will of that moſt honourable and chriſtian 
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electors of the poor perſons for the reſpective pariſhes upon-any 
vacancy. 

He had the ſeals of the office of refidebts re-engraved in z 
neat manner, with the arms of the founder properly blazoned; 
took care to have the buildings put in good repair; and the 
eſtates of the college to be let nearly to the full value, or the beſt 
bidder. 

He ſuffered no improper perſons to be admitted; and by fre- 
quently viſiting it, took notice if the warden and ſubwarden did 
their duty, in having prayers duly obſerved, and irregularities 
ivoided. In ſhort, he uſed his utmoſt endeavour to reinſtate 
every thing agreeable to the rules and ordinances, which were 
drawn up by the excellent pen of William Lambarde, Eſq. one 
of the firſt preſidents, and I hope they ſtill continue to be ob- 
ſerved. 

I ſhall here ſabjoin (from Stry pe's Annals) Mr. Lambarde's 
letter to lord Burghley concerning the will of William lord Cob. 
ham, relative to the endowment of this his New ra ll 


William Lambarde, 4 Juice of Peace in Kent, a Jeatried Antiqua- 
rian, that wrote the Perambulation of Kent ant Eirenarchia, 
bis Letter io the Lord Treaſurer Burghley, concerning the laf 
Will of the Lord Cobham (obo died this year), and ſome of bit 
Legacies, He was Conſtable of Dove r Cale, any Lord Chamber- 
lain to the Queen *. | 


66 Albeit, my moſt 2 and rde Lord, that my 
Lord Cabbam will preſent your Lordſhip with a brief and large 


Lord bath in life and death, his late departed good father; yet 
foraſmuch as his laſt diſpoſition ſtandeth not only in his known 


* Strype* s Annals of Church and State under Queen Elizabeth, vol, TV. No. CCI. p. 270. 
s teſtament, 
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« teſtament, but chiefly in the declaration of a ſecret confidence 
« repoſed in Sir John Leveſon, Mr. Fane the lieutenant of Dover 
« Caſtle, and myſelf ; whereof he hath alſo in theſe his laſt de- 
« fires recommended the overſight to your good Lordſhip and 
« Mr. Secretary, I take it to ſtand both with his own good plea- 
es ſure and my duty to make known hereby (ſince your lord- 
« ſhip's indiſpoſition of body permitteth, not mine acceſs) the 
« heads and very contents of the fame, 

« His lordſhip therefore minding an undoubted accompliſh- 


« ment of his godly and fatherly intentions, as well towards the 


« poor as his own children, did in his life-time put into the hands 
te of Sir John Leveſon the ſum of 56001. almoſt in ready money, 
« over and beſides rich furniture of his late lady's proviſion, 
« amounting in his own eſtimation to the value of 2000 marks, 
« His commandment to us was, that with 20001. or more of theſe 
© monies, the late ſuppreſſed college of Cobham ſhould be re- 


« edified, and endowed with livelihood for the perpetual main- 


t tenance of twenty poor. Next, that with 2000l. or thereabouts, 
his ſecond ſon, Sir William Brook, ſhould be freed out of debt, 
« for to ſo much he knew him to be endangered by mortgage of 
his lands and leaſes, and by other bonds. And laſtly, that an 
© intereſt for life in ſome competent dwelling-houſe be procured 
“for his third ſon Mr. George Brook; and that ſome conſideration 
* ſhould be taken of the poor eſtate of his daughter's children by 
* Mr. Edward Becker. And as for theſe furnitures, he would 
* have them to be delivered to ſuch of his three ſons as ſhould 
* firſt beſtow himſelf in marriage. | 

** Give me leave, moſt honourable lord, to add ſomewhat of 
* his, and of mine, concerning my now lord Cobham and his 
* brethren, which neither it will grieve you to hear, nor I with- 


* out their wrong may pretermit to write. We find them all 
not only to concur in moſt chearful obedience to the utmoſt exe- 
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10 KENTISH ANTIQUITIES. 


te cution of their good father's will and purpoſes, but alſo to con- 
tend among themſelves whether of them ſhall be more kind 
« and bountiful to the other, whereof I moft humbly beſeech 
« your good lordſhip to take knowledge, and to confirm it in them 
&« with your good liking, their honourable father being moved 
« by me to uſe them, or ſome of them, now, for the execution 
« of his will, however in the ſetting down of his former wills he 
e had pretermitted them, in regard, as I conceive, of their mi- 
&« norities. He anſwered thus, I would well to follow the exam- 
« ple of my father herein, who, notwithſtanding that I and other 
« of my brethren were then of man's eſtate, ordained Benedict Spi- 
& ola and Mr, Oſborn to be his executors.” | 
« I have faid enough, if not too much, conſidering the preſent 
& weakneſs of your lordſhip's body, which I moſt heartily pray 
&« the heavenly phyſician to re-cure 3 and fo moſt heartily take 

% my leave. From Lincoln's Inn, the xvtb of March, 
& Your good lordſbip's moſt bumble, and bounden, 

| &« by your manifold favours, 
WILLIAM LAMBARDE,” 


Cobham College is a neat quadrangular building, compoſed of 
fmall ſquared ftones, containing twenty lodging-rooms for as 
many poor families. The ſouth and north fides within the quad- 
rangle are in length ſixty feet ſeven inches, the eaſt and weft fifty- 
one feet, On the ſouth ſide is the hall, which is a large room 
with a ſcreen at the entrance, and a raiſed floor at the upper end, 
as in other ancient halls, &c. On the right ſide from the en- 
trance, 1s a large fire-place with a ſtone chimney-piece, at one 
corner of which, in a plain ſhield, are thefe arms: In chief 
a Saltier, in baſe an eſcallop-ſhell. At the other corner is 
a Saracen's head, one of the creſts of Brooke. In the windows 
on the ſouth fide are the arms of the founder in painted glaſs, and 


over the ſouth portal Or gate of the college next the gardens are 
| likewiſe 


© 


COBHAM COLLEGE. 11 


likewiſe his arms, with the quarterings of Cobham, Braybrooke, 
Delapole, Bray, &c. (containing twelve coats within a garter) 
neatly carved in ſtone; and underneath thoſe arms, on black 
marble, is an inſcription in Roman capitals, which ſee in Regiſt; 
Roff. p. 244. N 

The drawing was taken in the year 1774, and exhibits a per- 
ſpective view of the College, from the ſouth-eaſt angle, near the 
paſſage to the hall. 

Above the roof, on the north ſide, appears part of the tower 


of the church. See plate II. fig. I. 
The inſtruments relative to the foundation and as, 


&c. both of the old and new college, ſee in Regiſt. Roff. under 
Cobbam, 540 


DEN T ON 


In the Textus Roffenſis Denituna was, with other lands in 
different pariſhes, given to the church of Rocheſter by Brithric a 
rich Saxon, and Elfswitha his wife, as appears by their famous 
will“. It was afterwards taken away by Odo biſhop of Bayeux 
and earl of Kent, but was reſtored to that church by William the 
Conqueror, at the interceffion of archbiſhop Lanfranc f. On the 
ſuppreſſion of the priory, it was granted by Henry VIII. to the 
dean and chapter of Rocheſter. In the Cuſtumale Roffenſe may 
be ſeen the ancient cuſtoms and ſervices belonging to this manor. 
The church was dedicated to St. Mary, a catacy in the patronage 


of the biſhop of Rocheſter, whoſe liberty claims here f. At 


length falling to decay through the fmallneſs of the demeſne, 


there being at this time but two houſes in the pariſh, one of 


* Regiſt, Roff. p. 26, 27. + Hearne's Text. Roff, p. 142. 
þ Willis s Paroch, Angi. p. 19. | 
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which is the manor adjoining, together with the ſervice being 
diſcontinued, it is likely the bells, iron work, tiling, and other 
materials, were taken down and ſold, or otherwiſe diſpoſed of, 
Harris is miſtaken in ſaying it is down, for the outſide walls for 
the moſt part remain to this day, which muſt have been more 
entire when he publiſhed his hiſtory. It was not a ruinated 
church in Kilburne's time“ and many years ſince. An ancient 
inhabitant of Graveſend inſormed my father that he remembered 
divine ſervice performed in it. The whole is now encumbered 
with the falling 1 in of the ſtones and rubbiſh, probably when the 
timbers were- taken down, and almoſt choaked up with briars 
and nettles. A cart-lodge has of late years been built againſt it 
on the north ſide for the conveniency of the farm-houſe, and 
the thatched roof reſts upon the wall, by which means the door- 
way and windows on that fide are now ſtopped up, which an- 
ſwered to thoſe on the ſouth fide, and ſhew. it to have been a 
regular building. The tower or belfrey at the weſt end is down 
to the foundations. On the ſouth-eaſt human bones have at 
times been digged up where the cæmitery was, now part of the 
farm yard. 

The perſpective view exhibited in plate II. fig. 2. ſhews the 
eaſt window of the chancel, and the arch mantled with ivy, 
which ſeparates it from the nave, and ſome portion of the win» 


dos and ſouth door. 


It ſtands on a pleaſant bank by the road fide, commanding a 
view of the Thames and Eſſex ſhore, on the left hand about half 
a mile diſtance from Milton church leading to Chalk, to which 


pariſh this of Denton now pays all dues and duties. 


The drawing was taken in 1774. 


7 Survey of Kent, p. 72. 


LID SING 
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a hamlet in Gillingham, which © in the reign of Edward 
III. was the property of Sir Robert Belknap the judge, who, by 
his deed bearing date the 8th of October, in the ſecond year of 
king Henry IV. gave this manor. to the priory of St. Andrew in 
Rocheſter, for one monk who was a prieſt, to celebrate. maſs for 
ever for the ſoul of his father John Belknap, and for the ſoul 
of his mother Alice, and likewiſe for the ſoul of himſelf and all- 
his ſucceſſors, in the church of Rocheſter. , This, upon the. diſ-- 
ſolution of the priory, was by king Henry VIII. ſettled on the 
dean and chapter of the cathedral church of Rocheſter . x... '208- 
thè deeds relative to this manor in Regiſt. Roff. under Chatham. 
Lidſing is now a chapel of eaſe to Gillingham, and the vicar. 
has the great tithes. of it, who performs divine ſervice here. 
The chancel or eaſt end. was rebuilt a few years ſince with brick,. 
at the expence of the late vicar, the Rev. Mr. John Jenkinſon. i 
The drawing was taken in. the year 1776. See plate II. fig. 3. 1 
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This pariſh' is called i in the Textus Roffenſis Penneherh, i in thge 1 
Regiſtrum Roffenſe and ſome antient records Pencęſire and Pen- ö | Ml 
cheer. In the time of the Condueror it is mentioned in — 1 
general ſurvey of Doomſday to have been the chief ſeat or re- | 
ſidence of a family who took their names from it. Paul de Pen- 
chefier held lands here and at Lyghe. From him, it was by a. | 
continued ſeries broy ght down to the famous Sir Stephen de Pen- 75 bi 
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chefler, conſtable of Dover Caſtle, lord warden of the Cinque 
Ports, and high ſheriff of the county in the reign of Henry Ill. 
In the ninth year of Edward I. he had a licence granted by the 


king to him and Margaret his wife, to erect a caſtle at Alling- 
ron; as it appears by the patent-rolls of that time. Quod 


« Stephen de Pencheſter et Margaretta ux. ejus poſlint kernellare 


“ domum ſuam de Allington in com. Kanc.” to fortify and em- 
battle their manſion-houle at Allington 1 in this county. Having 
thus eſtabliſhed this pile, he in the ſaid king's reign obtained a 
charter of free-warren to his manor of Alington, and alſo a mar- 
ket weekly on the Tueſday, and a fair yearly three days, on the 
vigil, the day, and day after St. Laurence, ſo that it came to 
bear his name, and in ſome old records to be called Allington Pen- 
chefter*. By virtue of a commiſſion iſſued in the third year of 


Edward I. he and John de Rigate were the two juſtices appointed 


by the king to hear and decide the controverſy relative to the ac- 
cuſations brought againſt Richard de Clare earl of Glouceſter for 
taking part with Simon de Montfort, in leyying war againſt 
Henry III. They, upon a ſerious ſifting the whole matter in 


debate, did finally determine it; and did abſolve the ſaid Richard 


from the crimes with which he was unjuſtly charged t. In the 
eleventh year of Edward I. he amply granted and confirmed to 
the free-chapel or chantry founded by Sir Thomas de Peneſ/berſ, 
in his manor of Penſberſi, within the bounds of the pariſh of 
Lyghe, portions of lands out of his eſtates in Penſhurſt, Chi- 
dington, Lyghe, and Tunbridge, in pure. and Perpetual alms, 
for the health of his ſoul, of thoſe of- Ras and Margaret his 
wives, and all his LT + * 


He alſo granted and confirmed 1% the chapel >; Groombridge, 
in the pariſh of Speld- 


dedicated to St. John the Evangeliſt, lands 


hurſt, in pure and perpetual Ln for the ſame ſervices. See 


F 147 * 


* Philipott, p. an | '+ Ibid, p · 345. 


the 
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the inſtruments relative to the above grants, under the reſ pective 8 


pariſhes, in the Regiſtrum Roffenſe. 


He was a very learned man, and ordered all the muniments, 


rants, &c. relating to Dover Caſtle, to be written in a fair book, 
which he called Cafell Feodarium, out of which Darel com- 
poſed his hiſtory of that caftle®*. Penchefer Tower in the ſaid. 
caſtle was named from him, and was kept in repair by lands 
given to the Pencbefter family by the crown for this purpole : 
they lay about Poſtling, Horton, Rucking, and Black manſtone f. 
Philipott, aid Harris from him, are miſtaken in ſaying that 
| Margaret his ſecond wife was daughter of the famous Hubert de 
Burgb earl of Kent, and chief juſticiary of England; whereas ſhe 
| was daughter of John de Burgh his ſon. 

| Sir Stephen had by her two daughters, ' Joare and Alice his 
coheirs; who, upon the death of Margaret their mother, divided 


| his great eſtates in this county. Fare the eldeſt carried Alling- 
ton caſtle to her huſband Henry de Cobham Lord of Roundal in 


Shorne; and Alice was matched to John de Columbers, who had 
with her the manors of Penſhurſt, Lyghe, & c. 

Sir Stephen de Penchgfter was interred, ſuitable to his dignity, 
in the ſouth chancel of Penſhurft church, under a tomb in a 
| niche at the upper end near the eaſt window, with the portrai- 
ture of a knight compleatly armed, - carved in a hard grey mar- 
ble or Caen ſtone, his head reelining on a cuſhion, with a ſhield 
on the left arm, and the right hand graſping the ſword, fimilar 
to the tomb of his ſon in law Sir Henry de Cobham of Roundal, 
in the ſouth chancel of Shorne church, {till called Roundal or 
Randal chancel, from his being lord of that manor ||. 

It was cuſtomary in that age for the lords of eminent manors, 
Who were gencrally Pisos: 0 of the churches and founders of the: 


* Harris p. 48 il Ibid. * | Bibl. Topogr. b No. 1 * 0 
1 Rolf. p. 5 4 Þ 375. 4 255 2 
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chapels and ſide ailes, to have burying places in them; which 
were frequently endowed with chantries, to pray for the ſouls of 
their founder and his deſcendants ; and without a doubt there 
was one for Sir Stephen de Pencbeſier in his chapel at Penſhurſt, 

as there were in the chapels abovementioned, which he en. 
dowed with lands for the ſame purpoſe. It was likewiſe then 
the prevailing faſhion to have their partraitures .. recumbent on 
their tombs armed and croſs-legged after the manner of knights 
Templars, agreeable to the rude ſculpture of thoſe times, and 
generally with French epitaphs. But as all ſublunary matters 
have the fate of an uncertain inconſtancy, ſo had this great man's 
tomb; for after his bones had reſted in it for ſeveral ages, it 
was deſtroyed to make room for the graves and monuments of 
the Sidney family, to whom: this chapel appertained as lords of 
the manor of Penſburſt. His mutilated effigies, after being 
tumbled about, was at laſt placed erect on a wooden block or 
treſſel, on the ſouth ſide of the ſaid chancel, againſt a door which 
has many years been faſtened up, where it now remains with the 
words Sir Stephen of Pencheſter painted over it on the wall *. His 
arms were, Gules, a croſs voided Argent. The vague deſcrip- 
tion which Harris gives of this figure in ſaying, “it is of white 
marble, and hath a face of antiquity enough to be genuineft,” 
ſhews that he obſerved it with little or no attention. The dray- 
ing (plate III. fig. 1) was taken in the year 1777. 


The ancient font in this church is a neat piece of workman- 
ſhip, and octangular. In each compartment is an antique ſhield 
within a Gothic roſe, with the following devices. 

In the firſt are the letters IHE. In the ſecond A. R. in 
Gothic capitals coronetted or flory. In the third XPE. In 


the fourth is the true and moſt ancient! croſs in Heraldry, 


or what Guillim calls a cro/s patible. The fiſth is as the 


* Regiſt. Roff, p. 920. + F. 485. 
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arſt. In the ſixth are the arms of the ſce of Canterbury. The 
ſeventh is as the third. In the eighth is the cr oſs embelliſhed with 
the inſtruments of our Saviour's paſſion, as the crown of thorns, 


ſpear, ſcourge, &c. 


with double Gothic arches neatly pointed, 

This handſome font, like many others, is daubed over with 
paint; which was done many years ſince, and at the ſame time 
with the pillars and ſcriptural ſentences in the church. 


* 
FOOL YT TC — . —˙1— TT TTY. EE, no_—_ 


and exhibits the elevation and compartments ſeparately. 


N n AL X58 


The porch of this church is remarkable? for its ſtrange and 
whimfical ornaments, a taſte which often occurs in Gothic archi- 
tecture, as may*be ſeen on ſome of the buildings in Oxford, and 
in various parts of the kingdom. Theſe chimerical dreſſings 
| convey little if any meaning or deſign, and appear to have been 
merely the effects of rude caprice, and fantaſtical humour of the 
@ architeQs and ſculptors of thoſe times. | 
Here the artift has indulged his ſportive fancy in a manner 
too looſe and abſurd for a ſacred edifice. On the crown of the 
arch at the entrance is the figure of a man in the character of 
a jolly tippling fellow, holding a jug with both hands, and look- 
ing up with a moſt expreſſive laughing countenance to a gro- 
telque figure in the attitude of a poſture- maſter or tumbler above 
the center of the moulding, as if pleaſed with his pranks 
and performances, and about to drink to him. Between theſe 
figures 1 is a niche or receſs ornamented with a neat pointed Gothic 
arch and roſes, in which formerly ſtood the rood or image of 
D the: 
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The compartments round the ſhaft or column are ornamented 


The drawing, plate IV. fig. 2. was taken in the year 17757 
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the Virgin Mary, to whom the church is dedicated. The im. 
propriety if not indecency of its being placed between two ſuch lu- 
dicrous figures one would wonder fhould eſcape the obſervation, 
and not excite the diſguſt of the congregation, who, as good Cz. 
tholicks, uſually made their reverence when they approached it, 
The drawing (plate III. fig. 3.) was taken anno 1777, and 


ſhews the elevation or front view of the porch. 
The niches and rood-lofts ſtill remain in many churches and 


monaſtick buildings; but the roods or images were, after the 


Reformation, taken down and deſtroyed. 


SPELDHERS F. 


This church ſtands on an elevated ſituation, and is remarkable 
for the loftineſs of its ſhingled ſpire, but more ſo for the curious 
porch, over which, in an antique ſhield cut on ſtone, are the arms 
of France, with a file of three lambeaux, for Charles duke of 
Orleans, general of the French army, who was taken priſoner at 
the battle of Agincourt, by that famous ſoldier Sir Richard Waller, 
for which ſignal ſervice king Henry V. aſſigned to him and his 
heirs for ever an additional creſt, viz. the arms or eſcutcheon of 
France hanging by a label on a walnut-tree, with this motto al- 
fixed, He fructus virtutis, The king committed this noble pri- 
ſoner to the caſtody of Sir Richard, who held him in honourable 
reſtraint many years at his ſeat at. Groombridge in this pariſh, 
which the duke rebuilt for him on the old foundation. He like- 
wiſe built the porch, and was a good benefactor to the repair of 
Speldherit church. Sir Ricbard Waller * was ſheriff of Kent the 
lixteenth year of Henry VI. and kept his ſhrievalty at Groot 


* Philipott, P» 320. 0 
| fa bridge, 
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bridge, and was bandes ſheriff of Surrey and Suſſex in the twelfth 
year of that prince“. From him, in a direct deſcent, Groom- 
bridge came to Sir William Waller, who was ſheriff of Kent in 
the twenty-ſecond year of king Henry VIII. and lies buried in 
the church, at the upper end of the nave, in the year 1555, 
under a grave- ſtone, on which are ſeveral braſs plates with the 
effigies of him, his wife and eight children. His ſon Sir Maller 
Waller and Elisabetb his wife are interred in the chancel, to whoſe 
memory, on the ſouth wall, is a beautiful monument of alabaſter, 
with great variety of work and ornaments, and over it are theſe 
arms, viz. two coats quarterly, firſt, Sable, three walnut-tree 
leaves, Or, between two bendlets Argent; ſecond, Azure, a che- 
vron, Or, fretty Sable, between three croſſes moline Argent; 
third as ſecond; fourth as firſt, impaling, Gules, three ſwords 
bar-ways argent, pomelled and hilted Or, between eight mullets 
of the laſt. In a canton parted per feſſe, Argent and Or, a Lion 
paſſant gardant Gules. Creſts, over baron, a walnut- tree; over 
femme, a hand holding a ſword, the blade broken off by the hilt. 
Underneath are two arches, in one a man kneeling in compleat 

armour, with the quarterings above deſcribed hanging on the 
pommel of his ſword, and three ſons, In the other, the effigies 
of his wife (with her arms) and two daughters kneeling, in the 
dreſs of the times, and on two tables of black marble are the fol- 
lowing inſcriptions : - 

« Ide prayſe thy valour, but Mars gins to frown; 

He feares when Sol's aloft that Mars muſt down: 

“Ide prayſe thy fourme, but Venus cryes amayne, 

« Sir Water + Waller will my Adon ſtayne : 

Ide prayſe thy learning, but Minerva cryes, 

Then Athen's fame muſt creepe when Waller's flyes. 


* Philipott, p. 320, . 
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- ©* Leiceſter, whom he courted by all the poetry in which Sachariſſa is celebrated. His acquaint» 
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„ Affift us England in our dolefull ſong, 

0 « When ſuch limbs fade thy flouriſh laſts not long. 
« Earth hath his earth, which doth his corps inroule, 

« Angells ſing requiems to his bleſſed ſoule. 


% All worthy eyes read this that heather come, 
« Never decaying vertue fills this tombe; 

« Never enough to be lamented here, 

« As long as womankind are worth a teare ; 

« Within this weeping ſtone lyes lady Waller, 
All that will know her more a ſaint muſt call hir: 
« Life ſo directed hir whilſt living here, 

C Leavell'd ſo ſtraight to God in love and feare ; 
Ever ſo good, that turn hir name and ſee, 
Ready to crown that life a lawrell tree“. 


Of this family was deſcended Edmund Waller , eſq. the cele- 
brated poet, as is the preſent Edmund Waller, of Hall Barn, near 
Beaconsfield, in Buckinghamſhire, eſq. | | 

Over the arms of the duke of Orleans, was a ſmall nich or 
receſs, now filled up, in which ſtood the rood or image of the Vir- 
gin Mary, to whom the church is dedicated. 


* Regiſt, Roff. p. 808, , | 

+ © Whoſe famiiy,” ſays Dr. Johnſon, “ was originally a branch of the Kentiſh Wallers, and 
his mother was the daughter of John Hampden or Hamden, of the ſame county, the zealot of 
<* rebellion,” Our poet's occaſional viſits to his relations at Groombridge were frequent in the early 
part of life. To this place he was attracted by its neighbourhood to Penſhurſt. Too young to 
<< refilt beauty, and probably too vain to think himſelf reſiſtible, he fixed his heart, perhaps half 
„ fondly and half ambitiouſly, upon the lady Dorothea Sidney, eldeſt daughter of the earl of 


** ance with this high-born dame gave Wit no opportunity of boaſting its influence; the was not 
to be ſubdued by the powers of verſe, but rejected his addreſſes, it is ſaid, with diſdain, and 
** drove him away to ſolace his diſappointment with Amoret or Phillis. © She married is 1639 the 
** carl of Sunderland, who died at, Newberry in the king's cauſe ; and, in her old age, meeting 
** ſomewhere with Waller, aſked him when he would again write ſuch verſes upon her; When yo! 
are as young, Madam, ſaid he, and as handſome, as you were then,” 

| 0 The 
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The noted chalybeate ſprings, though commonly called Tun- 
bridge Wells, are in Spe/dbur/! Pariſh. 


the porch, and was taken in 1776. 
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repute of a manor, and was known by the name of Woldhamn 
parva, or Little Woldbam. After ſundry deſcents it came to be 


Exchequer in the reign 'of Henry VII. who erected the preſent 


Jabel his wife, in the church of St. Leonard's Shoreditch, where 
© Humfredi Starkey militis, nuper capitalis Baronis de Scaccario 


nium amicorum ſuorum, quorum &.“ 
From him it came down to Sir John Lewſon, whoſe ſon Sir 


right honourable Robert Lord Romney. 


ſtrong edifice, and much larger than at preſent, being now only 


topped up with bricks and plaiſter. 


* Philipott, p. 374. + Weerer, p. 427. 


Harris 


The drawing (plate III. fig. 4) exhibits the ſouth-weſt view of 


In this pariſh, which derives the name from its ſituation under: 
the wolds or downs, is an ancient houſe now called rares, near 
the river Medway ; but in times of remote antiquity, it had the 


the inheritance of Sir Humfrey S7aFkey, one of the barons: of the 


houſe called after his name. He was deſcended from the Starkeys 
of Wrenbery and Oulton in Cheſhire *; and lies interred, with 


was the following epitaph on his tomb; * Orate pro animabus 
Domini Regis Henrici Septimi, et Iſabelle uxoris ejus, et om 
| Richard Lewſon transferred his right in it to that learned baronet 
Sir Jobn Marſha, and it is now the property of his deſcendant the 
It is built with ſtone, and was in former times a handſome - 


a farm-houſe; and, when this drawing was made, much out of 
repair, the great window of. the. hall being, for the moſt part, 
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granary, is built chiefly with flint and ſome ſtone, and has been 
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Harris ſavs, that he“ ſaw at Starkeys the remainder of a pretty 
« Jarge chapel *.“ Of which only a fragment of the wall is now 
to be ſecn at the eaſt angle of the houſe; but when 1 liveꝗ in 
this pariſh, a larger portion of it was ſtanding, and one of the 
fide windows with its mitred or pointed arch, In the church, 
on the north ſide, is a ſmall chancel belonging to Starkeys. 

The drawing (plate IV.) was taken in the year 1769, and 
{hows the front or ſouth-eaſt view of the houſe. 


GIL LIN. 


The manor, now a farm-houſe, and called the Court Lodye, 
is ſeated near the church. It was, in very remote times, the 
property of the archbiſhops of Canterbury, as appears by the 
books of Doomsday and Textus Roffenſis. They had here an 
eminent palace, in which they ſometimes had their reſidence. 
I have ſubjoined the following account of its remains as they ap- 
peared when laſt I viſited them, September 7, 1776. 

The large building ſtill remaining, which I judge to have been 
the great hall of the palace, and now converted into a barn and 


Plaiſtered over. The old windows, both on the eaſt and welt 
ends, with their Gothic mullions and arches, yet remain, but 
ſome are ſtopped or filled with bricks. The great room bias fire- 
places at each end; the plaiſtering on the inſide of the walls is 
ſtill fair, and ſhews no appearance of there having ever been 
either upper floors or any other partitions. The chimney jambs 
at each end projected into the room, and the funnels were 
worked up in the head walls, and came out at the ridge of the 
roof, There is no window at the ſouth end; and the ancient 


% Hatris, p. 337. L 
oot- 
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Joor-way on the weſt ſide, no doubt, was enlarged to admit of 


reaſons, incline me to think it was the Hall. 

The eaſt fide was ſtrongly ſupported with ſhores, as it was 
much out of a perpendicular, and in danger of falling. On 
this fide the building projects; and the tenant of the Court 
Lodge ſaid, that ſo long as he could remember (and he knew 
it was ſo in his father's and grand-father's time, who .were 
likewiſe tenants) this part or projection of the barn is, and 
has always been, called the Chapel. 

Notwithſtanding the appellation, however, it never could 


pany in the hall, as there are two Gothic arches or doorways 
leading out of the great room into it; which gives me ſome 
ground to think it was heretofore divided by partitions, and that 
the circular holes were made to convey away the dirty water, &c. 
There is a door-way out of the barn into it, which you de- 


John Trefſe of Brompton in that pariſh, and expreſſed in plate 


on each ſide; and it is now made uſe of as a granary ; but to 
what purpoſe this, and the barn-part of the building, may have 
ſerved in ancient days, if not for a hall (or, according to the tradi - 


out doubt there was a chapel, as it is recorded in the Textus Rof- 
tenſis, that the archbiſhops, during their reſidence in this pa- 
lace, gave conſecrations to biſhops. | 


the preſent pair of barn doors. Its loftineſs, and the above 


have anſwered the purpoſe of a chapel, as there are not the 
leaſt traces or ſigns of having ever been any window or door 
from without. I ſhould rather think it ſerved as a receſs for the 
uſe of the butler, or a withdrawing room or rooms for the com- 


ſcend by two or three ſteps, as fully appears in the accurate plan 
of the whole taken in the ſame year by my ingenious friend Mr. 


V. fig. 1, 3, 4. I find there have been heretofore two windows 
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tional account, a chapel) I will not preſume to determine. With- - 
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the Court-Lodge yard are inſerted in the plan, agreeable to the 


adjacent to their principal ſtations, 
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All the foundations of the palace that are at preſent vitb!: about 


{cale; and the outer thick ſtone wall on the ſouth ſide, covered 
with ivy, in great part remains, and may be traced on part of 
the weſt ſide as deſcribed in the plan. Some workmen digging 
about two or three years before I was there, cloſe by the foun- 
dations, found a large antique ſpur almoſt deſtroyed by ruſt, 
which was thrown aſide and loſt; and a Roman coin, which Mr, 
Treſſè borrowed of the tenant for my inſpection. It is copper, 
of the emperor Antoninus; the reverſe a woman ſitting. Dr, 
Harris ſays, a very large urn, containing fragments of burnt 
bones and aſhes, was many years ſince dug up in the ſalt marſhes 
of Gillingham *. Indeed, many diſcoveries of curious Roman 
antiquities have very lately been made, in enlarging the military 
lines near Brompton, ſomewhat ſinular to thoſe diſcovered on 
Barham and Chartham Downs near Canterbury, in the inde- 
fatigable reſearches of that late learned antiquary the Rev. Brian 
Fauſſet of Nackington, M. A. F. S. A. His noble collection is 
now in the poſſeſſion of his eldeſt ſon Godfrey Fauſſet, Eſq. at 
his ſeat called Hepington in that pariſh. The Romans uſually 
had tumuli or barrows, &c. near their roads, and on the hills 


* Hiſt. P-. 131. 
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References to the plan of Gillingham, plate V. fig. x. | 
&. The croſs. H. Foundations of the palace, 


C. Pariſh church. K. The preſent farm-houſe. 

D. Veſtry room built 1770. L. Another farm-houſe erected 
E. Chapel belonging to Eaſt alſo within the verge of the 
Court. outer wall of the palace. 

F. Chapel belonging to the M. Road to the Grange. 
Grange. N. A pond, apparently made 
6. Church yard. f ſince the decay of the palace. 


60. 


of the building from the plinth to the eaves, fifteen. feet. Ditto 
of the part that projects on the eaſt ſide, ten feet. 


1 S HK: aA &. 2 


k an eminent manor fituated about a mile eaſt of Gil- 


pound by the road fide near the yard gate. Without doubt the 
houſe was much larger in more early times, and built with ſtone ;: 


the lords Haſtings, anceſtors to the earls of Huntington. In the 
reign of Edward III. it deſcended to John Philipott, Eſq. alder- 
man of London, and lord mayor temp. Richard II. who, for his: 
ſignal ſervices performed for the ſtate, was knighted by that 
king, and had an augmentation to his paternal coat of arms. 
He was founder of the chapel here, as it was athrmed on its ſup- 
preſſion in the reign of Henry VII *. | 

Harris fays, “ at this ſeat there was formerly. a church or chapel,, 


* Philipott's Villar. Cant, p. 167,. . 


* 


B. Thecage, removedthere 1663. I. A large barn, formerly the hall. 


Faſt view, fig. 3. Wall two feet eight inches thick. Height 


lingham church. It is a large old brick building, and has a 


for, as far back as the Conqueror's reign, it was in poſſeſſion of 


which was valued at 6L. per annum in the king's books: it was 
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plate V. fig. 2» 


_ pariſh. From the family to which it gave name, it was. paſſed 
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built by Sir John Philipott, but is now only a barn *.“ From this 
vague deſcription I am inclined to think he never ſaw it; for i 
could be no church, and certainly much too ſmall for a barn, 
In former times, lords of eminent manors had frequently, by thy 
permiſſion and conſent of their dioceſans, oratories or chapels 
contiguous to their manſions, for the convenience. of their 
houſhold and tenants. This chapel {till remains; and ſtands near 
the houſe, at the weſt end. It is built with ſtone, and very fair; 
and is now covered with thatch. The eaſt end, within four feet 
of the ground, becoming ruinous, has been taken. down, and is 
now weather-boarded. The door-way and windows on the ſouth 
fide are only to be ſeen within ; as they are outwardly concealed 
by a wooden ſhed erected againſt it. 

The length of this chapel is 41 feet and a half; breadth at the 
eaſt end 21 feet. When I was there, it was made uſe of as an 
outhouſe for implements of huſbandry, poultry, &c. 

The drawing was taken the 7th of September, 1776. See 


333 


From the Grange the road leads directly to Twidall, another 
eminent manor houſe about a mile diſtant, at the extremity of the 


away by Richard de Twidall, in the fourth year of Richard II. to 
John the ſon of Robert de Beaufitz. The chantry here was founded 
by Jobn Beaufitz, who was ſon of the above John, which he 
makes proviſion for by his laſt will the 22d of November, 1433, 
and orders it to be dedicated to John the Baptiſt, and likewiſe 
that one prieſt ſhould there celebrate maſs for the ſoul of him- 


+» Hiſt. p. 130. 
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45 his wife Alice, his father J — his mother Iſabel, and his 
uncle William Beaufitz “.“ 

he inſcriptions on the braſs plates of the graveſtones, together 
with an account of all the portraitures and arms of the above an- 
cient and noble family, which were in the fine windows of Gil 
lingham church, and deſtroyed in the time of the rebellion, are 
preſerved in the Regiſtrum Roffenſe, from the curious MS; of- 
Baptiſt Tufton, preſented to my father by his friend Robert 
Paynter, Eſq. the laſt of the antient family of that name in this 
pariſh, and lord of the manors of Eaſt Court and Twydall, which 
eſtates he 'bequeathed to the late Thomas Lambarde __ Sevens 
\ oaks, Eſq. 

Philipott ſays, „the feats in the chapel, 56d 'other remains, de- 
clare it to have been formerly a neat and elegant piece of archi- 
tecture +,” Indeed, it even anſwered his. deſcription many years 
ago, when I faw it. However, its beauty did not preſerve it, 
for it was pulled down in the year 1756, with a part of the old 
houſe; and if I miſtake not, great part of the: materials- at pre- 
ſent compoſe the foundation of a large barn. 

The chapel joined to the main building, was in that wing which: 
run north ward or north-weſt, and was handſomely wainſcoted. . 


r 


©. Biſhops of Rocheſter had; from very early times; a 8 
here, in which they much W ; and many of their in- 
ſtruments in the Regiſtrum Roffenſe are dated from hence. The 
manor, wharfs, and ferry, are the property of the biſhop; and. 
all leaſed to Milliam Dalyſon of Weſt Peckham, Eſq. but the 


tithes and. preſentation to the vicarage belong to Rs dean and. 
chapter, 


*"Philipott,. p· 168. + Thid.. 
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as KENTISH ANTIQGVUITIE S. 


The palace was pleaſantly ſeated on the banks of the Medway, 
and near the church. The learned antiquary William Lam 
Eſq. reſided in it ſome time, where he compoſed the moſt par 
of his work entitled A Perambulation of Kent;“ and in my me. 
mory, there was a handſome row of ſtone ſtairs remaining, which 
reached the length of the palace, for the convenience of the 
biſhop's barge and other veſſels to land. When I lived at Wold. 
ham, on the oppoſite fide of the river, the roof of the chapel 
was deſtroyed : but the walls, with the windows and door-way, 
remained entire; and part of the hall, &c. was converted into a 
dwelling-houſe, and inhabited. There were likewiſe ſome re- 
mains of the large kitchen, and out- offices; but all theſe buildings 
have ſince been totally deſtroyed for the ſake of the materials, 

Concerning the ſtatue of Hamo de Hethe, who was biſhop of 
Rocheiter, and confeſſor to Edward II. and built largely here, 
which ftood in a niche over the entrance, and was preſerved by 
my father, and by him preſented to biſhop Atterbury ; the reader 
will find, with other curious matters relative to this palace, in 
the ſecond volume of the Antiquities of England and Wales, by my 
friend Francis Groſe, Eſq. 

The drawing (plate VI. fig. 1.) ſhews the eaſt view of the re- 
mains of the palace, with the pariſh church in the back ground, 
as they appeared in the year 1 762. 


N 


Fd 


Ef 


Venu® 


END OF THE FIRST PART. 


